Are all antilock systems
the same?

They are all very similar in the way they control
brake pressure, but some systems are designed to
prevent only the rear wheels from locking up.
These rear-wheel-only systems are found on
pickups and sport-utility vehicles. Rear-wheel ABS
keeps your vehicle from spinning out of control,
but you will not have steering control if the front
wheels lock up. All other ABS systems--including
those for cars and minivans--are designed to keep
all four wheels from locking up. If you own a
pickup or sport-utility vehicle, you can check your

owner's manual to see what type of ABS you have.

How can | familiarize

myself with ABS?

Read your owner's manual for more details on the
complete operation and benefits of ABS. The
antilock brake system is speed sensitive, and will
not activate at very slow speeds. One way to
familiarize yourself with the operation of ABS is to
test drive the vehicle at a speed above which the
ABS activates (usually above 10 mph) in an
unobstructed parking lot and apply the brakes
firmly. It is easier to activate the ABS on a wet
and slippery road surface. The antilock system
should prevent the wheels from skidding.
Pulsation may be felt in the brake pedal and you
may hear a clicking sound. Avoid pumping the

brake, even if the brake pedal is pulsating.

Where Can | get more
information about ABS?

Call the NHTSA Auto Safety Hotline on
1-888-327-4236, 1-888-DASH-2-DOT

or find information on NHTSA’s

World Wide Web at http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov
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WhEln usod 'properly, @n ontifiock: brako syslam
(ABS) 14 o safe and affective beaking system, ABS
alows tha debvor to maintain directional ptsbdty,
cantrol over stesrng, and i aoma sltuatons to
reduce stopping distanced during emergancy
braking situations, particyilarly on wek pnd Slippery
road swrfaces, To gain this salety ddvantags,
drivers muat learn how 1o operabe Lhelr ARG
correctly,

What is ABS?

An antiock braking system works with the regular
or foundetion bmkes on your vehecle, ARS simply
keops your bpse brakes from locking up. I
vehicles not equipped with ARS, the driver can
maneally pump the brakes (o pievent whesl
bpchkup. In vehicles equisped with ABS, the drivenr's
foot remping firmly on the brake pedal, alowing
the systermn Lo sutomancally pump the brakes.

Why is that imporiant?

When your brekes lock up on wet and Eeppery
roads or dunng @ pamc stop, you lose steerng
control and your vehicke can spn.  Rear whesl ABS
prevents wheel lockup so thet your cer stays in @
straght lne. If your car his ABS control on sl
four wheels, you also keep steerng comtred, 11 you
have steenng Control, it s possbls 1o ewoid =
crash by stesring apund harsrds if 3 complets
ston cannot be sCcomplshed in Lime.

S

How do | know whether my
vehicle has AB5?

Most newer cor omadedd offer ARS as  elther
standord or optional equlpment,  Thers &
differemt ways o find oul whether your car fas an
antiock brake system:

. Amad your owner's marmaal

e

. Choch ypis nEtremint pansl fof Bh smber ARS
indicator lght after you turn on the prithon

"B When you buy, lssie or rent, kil your desler o
rerital COF COmpany

Will | nofice anything when

the ABS is working?

In many weisCied, diven May porencE § raped
pulsation of the broké pedal-simost | I the
prpied are pushing back et your Somatimes the
podial could suddendy drop,  Also, the valves 0 [ha
ARS contioller miy make & none that wounds like
pringding or burzing. b some can you may foel o
slight vibralion—tFes meam the ARS 5 working. It
i mportant NOT to ke your foot off the brake
peicial wteinl you hedr s oF fedl pulastiond, but
matesd contirus 1o apply Temm pressung

Does ABS change the
way | should use the brakes?

You should not pump youwr brakes if you have ABS.
Jusy hold your foot firmiy on: the brake padal ard
remermiber thet you can still steer,

How does ABS work?

What ARS does & =Tda (o 3 person paTEeEng the
brabes. | auimatcaly chengss the pressure m
your 'y brake nes to mantasn meesnum e
performance pat shori of locking up the wheals,
AHS doos thes wvery rapedly with shectronics.

Do cars with ABS slop more
quickly than cars without?

ARS g detgred to help the dover ramitain control
of ithe wehicle during emeigency brakmg
Etuations. nol maoe the car stop momo gueckdy
AlS may shorisn Siopping dutances on wel or
sppery foads and many systems will shorten
slopping distended on dry rosds.  On wery soft
purfeces, wch as loose gravel or unpacked snow,
an ARS syatem may ectually lengthen stopping
dmtancgs. In wet or slippery conditions, you
should stll make sure you drive carefully, ahways
keap o safe distance behind the vehich in front of
you, snd maintain @ speed consistenl with the

road conditions.
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